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The development of SKMH reminds me of this story because of the
phases it took to develop the hospital. Some stages were slow, and some
were actually slower than the pregnancy of an elephant, but when we
look back, we see amazing things have happened. We had a lot of
challenges and obstacles, but we prevailed. The biggest challenge of all
was the last two years during the COVID-19 pandemic.
We, as an organization, showed a lot of perseverance and flexibility to
make it through, and we are still standing strong, like the sturdy legs of an
elephant.

FROM THE DIRECTOR
2022 marks 10 years of service for SKMH after starting
tiny with just an outpatient department and developing
the hospital in phases. We celebrated our 10th year
anniversary on 1st April 2022. If I had to compare the
growth and development of our hospital in these 10
years, what can I compare it with? I think I would compare it with an elephant’s pregnancy, and the following
story comes to my mind:
An elephant and a dog became pregnant at the same time.
Three months down the line, the dog gave birth to six puppies.
Six months later, the dog was pregnant again, and nine
months on it gave birth to another dozen puppies. The pattern
continued. In the eighteenth month, the dog approached the
elephant, questioning, " Are you sure that you are pregnant?
We became pregnant on the same date. I have given birth
three times to a dozen puppies, and they are now grown to
become big dogs, yet you are still pregnant. What’s going
on?”. The elephant replied, "There is something I want you to
understand. What I am carrying is not a puppy, but an elephant. I only give birth to one in two years. When my baby
hits the ground, the earth feels it. When my baby crosses the
road, human beings stop and watch in admiration. What I
carry draws attention. So what I’m carrying is mighty and
great.”
Don’t lose faith when you see others receive answers to their
prayers. Don’t be envious of others' testimony. If you haven’t
received your own blessings, don’t despair. Say to yourself,
“My time is coming, and when it hits the surface of the earth,
people shall yield in admiration.”
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Now we are looking forward to the development in the next 10 years.
We will certainly continue to develop, and some development will be
longer than we expected, and we remind ourselves that we need to have a
lot of patience and perseverance to continue developing the hospital
sustainably.
Here in this newsletter, you can see a few snippets from the anniversary
celebration. We are grateful for all our staff, our supporters, the volunteers, donors, and stakeholders who have walked with us in the past 10
years. We are looking forward to working with all of you in the next 10
years and more. Thank you so much for being by our side and celebrating
our little joys and sadness’.

With much gratitude,
Dr. Cornelia Haener, CEO

“Success is no accident. It is hard work, perseverance, learning, studying, sacrifice and most of all,
love of what you are doing or learning to do.”
– Pele
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REMINISCING THE PAST

Construction phase of the hospital

Inauguration day April 28th 2012

From left to right
Dr. Yos Phanita, Her Excellency
Lok Kheng,Dr. Winfried and
Mrs. Rosemarie Kill in front of
the hospital

Dr.Cornelia delivering her speech during
inauguration ceremony

Dr. Winfried Kill cutting the ribbon

“Study the past if you would define the future.”
― Confucius
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM 10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Speech on the history of the hospital,
HE Dr. Yos Phanita, Director of Sonja Kill Foundation
Cambodia. He shared how the hospital was built in
phases with the idea that it will be self sustaining in
every aspect to help the poor in the southern part of
Cambodia.

Hospital 10 years summary report was presented by
Dr. Cornelia Haener, Chief Executive Officer of Sonja Kill
Memorial Hospital. She shared how the growth of the
hospital started from a small outpatient department and
extended to various departments including the new
COVID-19 treatment ward.

Speech by Mr. Dave Malutinok, President/CEO at HOPE
worldwide Ltd. He shared how HOPE worldwide is proud to
be affiliated with Sonja Kill Memorial Hospital and its
collaborative success. He appreciated the Staff who remained
committed to comprehensive care for the patients ,through
all the challenges of the last 2 years with COVID-19.
On behalf of HOPE worldwide, he pledged his continued
support to save lives and make a difference to the people
living in the south of Cambodia.
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In his Speech Mr.Dave Malutinok took the chance to offer
thoughts and prayers to Dr. Iryna Iuzkiv, a Ukrainian medical
doctor currently working here at the hospital. She has close
relatives still living in the Ukraine. Sonja Kill Memorial
Hospital stands with all Ukrainians who are affected by the war
and we would like to extend our gratitude, to our Ukrainian
staff from past and present. You all are in our thoughts and
prayers.

Welcome remarks by His Excellency Dr. Tan Chheng,
Deputy Director of Kampot Provincial Health
Department. He said the government is willing to
support us and happy to have us in this community to
help the disadvantaged population especially mothers
and children.

Welcome remarks by Mrs. Ngin Phal Roth, Governor of
Bokor City. she requested to the management to build a
satellite clinic on the top of Bokor mountain to treat the rich
people who visit Bokor Mountain. She said the money from
the rich people can be used to support our hospital to treat
poor people free of charge.
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Small excerpt from remarks by Her Excellency Lok Kheng, Chairman
of the Committee of Health, Social Affairs, Veterans, Youth Rehabilitation, Vocational Training and Women's Affairs of the National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia and Chairman of president.
“ This hospital did not happen overnight by itself. It happened with a lot
of hard work of people trying to figure out how to set up this hospital.
Dr.Kill’s family and my family approached Samdech Ta Sihanouk to ask
for the permission to build this humanitarian hospital to help
Cambodians who could not afford medical treatment. Every time I
come here, I’m moved to tears because I think this hospital is my child.
Building this hospital was important, but even more important is the
presence of the management as well as all staff who participated in
developing it this far. The reason I am standing here now is because of
the effort of all of you. I hope to be here again in the next 10 years with
our further.”

Employees who worked since the inception of the
Hospital were honored during the 10th Anniversary
celebration. We are grateful for their dedication and
commitment to our organization.

Doctors who completed their 3-year General Medicine
curriculum and 1-year emergency medicine curriculum
were honored and handed out diplomas during the
ceremony. We congratulate all doctors who successfully
completed their diplomas and wish them all the best!
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PATIENT SUCCESS STORIES

Ms. Seng Boran, 39-years old from Kampot City had been suffering from right ankle pain and swelling for a few days. Treatment
at the Kampot Provincial Referral Hospital revealed that she had
new onset of diabetes mellitus and arterial hypertension. Therefore, her family decided to bring her to the Sonja Kill Memorial
Hospital as it is known to have excellent experience in treating
chronic non-communicable diseases. On arrival, the patient was
in septic condition. Although she did not complain of abdominal
pain, the doctors performed an abdominal ultrasound to screen
for liver and spleen abscesses in possible Melioidosis, an infection
often seen in diabetic patients. The ultrasound revealed a mass in
the right kidney. Therefore, a CT scan with IV contrast was conducted and revealed a big right kidney abscess. The surgical team
performed a percutaneous drainage of the abscess, drainage over
500ml of pus. The patient improved quickly under this treatment
and IV antibiotics. The Pus culture and antibiogram revealed a
highly sensitive Staph aureus, and the patient was switched to oral
antibiotics. She was able to leave the hospital after 12 days of
treatment in very good condition. Her treatment got subsidized
by 67 % after means assessment.
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41-year old Mrs. Pok Cheat and her new born son are all
safe thanks to the quick response of our OB/GYN and
Pediatric teams. She was referred from the health center
near her province some 100kms away from Sonja Kill
Memorial Hospital because she was bleeding profusely in
her 3rd trimester. The OB/GYN team found that her
bleeding was caused by placenta abruption, a condition
where the placenta separates from the inner wall of the
uterus before birth. Placental abruption can deprive the
baby of oxygen and nutrients and cause heavy bleeding in
the mother. So the doctors performed an emergency
C-section to save mother and son. After delivery it was
found that her baby boy had low birthweight of 1900gms
and increased heart rate. The baby was immediately moved
to the NICU and was kept in the incubator for 10 days.
After receiving treatment for their respective conditions,
both mother and son got discharged. “ If not for the quick
action and the availability of good equipment, me and my
son will not be alive today. So I thank all of them.” said
Mrs. Pok Cheat before she got discharged.
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Winds of Progress

Health Information System (HIS) Integration
We are happy to inform that we have entered the next phase in implementing the Health Information System (HIS) throughout the
whole hospital. In the first phase we tested out the HIS in our Outpatient Department. Now the HIS is up and running in all our
Inpatient Departments and our staff are checking out how it works. Once this phase is complete, the whole hospital will be under one
streamlined system of technology that will save a lot of time for the doctors and patients and help us provide services more
effectively.

Cambodia Hospital Accreditation Standards
(CHAS) Update:
We have entered the next phase in our CHAS
activities. The Management has chosen CHAS
champions - key staff from various departments
who will help draft various Policies and Procedures
for proper functioning of various departments
according to CHAS standards.
The Royal Government of Cambodia has mandated
the Ministry of Health to provide leadership and
management to both the public and private health
sectors. Improving the quality of health services is
one of the optimal goals of the Ministry of Health.
Quality healthcare in Cambodia is when all providers of healthcare services continually strive to meet
optimum patient-centered standards, and the users
of the healthcare services are satisfied.
We are excited to enter this new phase which
brings us closer to delivering high quality
healthcare services to all our patients.
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SKMH ACTIVITIES
January to March 2022
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2,623 New patients were served January through March 2022.
104,657 Patients were served since opening in 2012, 72 % of these were women and children meeting the core mission
342,648 Consultations since opening in 2012, 73% of these were for women and children meeting our core mission
7,409 Patient Consultations were made January through March 2022
174 babies delivered January through March 2022
19 children served in NICU from January to March 2022
100 surgeries performed by the surgical team till March 2022
168 units of blood donated till March 2022
251 people are currently employed at SKMH

Opportunities to support SKMH
$100 will sponsor
• A simple birth delivery free- of-charge.
$250 will sponsor
• Prenatal consultation with ultrasound for ten women free- of-charge
• A Caesarian section free- of-charge
$500 will sponsor
• One emergency abdominal surgery free-of-charge
$6,000 will sponsor
• One year of training for a young doctor

“Carry out a random act of kindness, with no expectation of reward, safe in the knowledge
that one day someone might do the same for you.” —Princess Diana.
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