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Volunteer Story I

My time spent at SKMH has been an amaz-
ing and wonderful journey. The physical 
beauty of Cambodia is breathtaking. My 
wife and I often sit outside of our bungalow 
and watch the sunsets and marvel at the 
colors, textures and brilliance of the sky. 

Every day when I wake up in the morning, I 
peek out our back door and watch the mists 
roll over Bokor. Sometimes I jog out to a jet-
ty that runs into the Gulf of Thailand where 
I can watch the fishing boats work the water 
with the mountains in the distance.These 
are sights that I will never forget.

But, I’m often asked to comment on my 
favorite part of volunteering in Cambodia. 
Without a doubt it is meeting and getting to 
know the Cambodian people and listening 
to stories of their hopes and dreams. I hear 
so much about what they want for their 
families and country and it reminds me of 
the same dreams that I have and that I have 
heard in my travels around the world. I see 
the universality of the human spirit. 

The work being done at the SKMH is a reflec-
tion of that same spirit. Every day here is an 
answer to the question “What can we do to 
make the plight of the Cambodian people, 
especially the poor, a little bit easier?”. I’m 
thrilled that I have been able to contribute 
to this just a little bit.

Michelle & Tod

Volunteer Story II

The reality of Cambodia far exceeded my 
expectations. It is such a beautiful coun-
try, with green grass, mangos and coconut 
trees. I hear the crickets in the night, and 
every morning I wake up with the view of 
the mountain. 

But most important are the warm and smil-
ing people. They are so close to my heart, 

Opening Ceremony

On April 8th 2013, we had the offi  cial opening of the Emergency and Inpati ent 
Departments. In att endance at the opening were members of the Sonja Kill 
Foundati on — SKF Chairman, Mr. Hans Marti n Knief and Project Coordinator, 
Mr. Gereon Wagner, SKF Cambodia Executi ve Director — Dr. Yos Phanita, Hope 
worldwide members — President, Randy Jordan and Vice President HSS, Gary 
Jacques. Kampot Province Vice — Governor His Excellency Soht Yea.

The SKMH was honored to have 
H.E. Soht Yea welcome the opening 
of the departments and encourage 
the SKMH to conti nue in off ering 
excellent health care to the resi-
dents of southern Cambodia. His 
comments both refl ected the grow-
ing reputati on of the SKMH among 
the local populati on for quality, 
compassionate care, and the need 
to conti nue to seek excellence in 

medicine. H.E. Soht Yea also off ered his personal, conti nuing support and coopera-
ti on from the local government in seeing the SKMH become a premier insti tuti on in 
the medical establishment. 

The SKMH would like to say a warm and enthusiasti c Thanks to His Excellency for 
his support and encouragement and to our Board Members who att ended the cer-
emony and have been a constant support over the past year. 

Wheels for Hope Community Outreach and Health Fair

The SKMH along with Wheels for Hope, a charitable outreach started by cycling 
enthusiasts, put together an exciti ng day for the Kampot community. 

We had about 120 children from 
seventy-fi ve families att end. Each of the 
seventy-fi ve families received a bicycle 
to help the family with travel to work, 
school, or the market which is one area 
that can make a huge diff erence in the 
quality of a family’s life in Cambodia. For 
poor families, even the cost of a stand-
ard bicycle (about $40 US) is prohibiti ve. 

As part of the event, we had stati ons where we checked weight, blood pressure, 
and other vital signs so that every child had a thorough health screening. We also 
had games and health workshops as part of our outreach. The day was a great 
success with family health assured, and a gift  for a bett er quality of life. Thanks to 
CK Chan and the group from Wheels for Hope and all their supporters who donated 
the bicycles.
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Pati ent Stories
What can make my children smile? 

Six year old Kon Kimsronh was vomiti ng with a high fever when his mother brought 
him to the hospital. She had heard of the hospital from her neighbors and knew 

she needed to come im-
mediately with her son. 
The doctors ran some 
tests and discovered he 
had Dengue fever. 

Kon was so small and 
helpless and barely able 
to move with a tube in 
his foot. This is how Hope 
volunteer Amalia Ca-
lin found him when she 
came to visit him in the 
Pediatric Ward. Wanti ng 
to put a smile on that ti ny 

face, Amalia took him into the children’s play room. When he entered the room he 
looked around and pointed to the colorful ball pool. When they started to play with 
the balls you could immediately see the transformati on. He was smiling and every-
one could see the joy and happiness in his eyes. 

The next morning Kon’s sister was admitt ed to the hospital with Dengue fever as 
well. That aft ernoon both children were taken to the play room and you could again 
see joy on their litt le faces. A child’s greatest wish when they are sick is to play and 
SKMH’s play room gives them that wish.

and I feel I am part of a big family. God has 
blessed me so much from the first moment 
I put my foot in this far away country.

I came to help others, but instead, others 
offered me so much. They received me 
with open arms and hearts and invited me 
to their homes. I feel that I am becoming 
a part of this country. Every day is special 
here, and I learn new things. However, 
most important is my learning to appre-
ciate what I have in my life. I have found 
peace and joy and so much meaning even 
in a smile. I found the deeper meaning of 
relationships in how people here help one 
another. I received a lot of love, support 
and appreciation. And I feel God beside me.

God can use everyone. It takes some cour-
age to step out and answer, ”Here I am. 
Send me”. Cambodia, like many other coun-
tries, needs this kind of person. I under-
stand now, if you want to do a good thing, 
you don’t need money or to be in a certain 
point of your career. And even if you are 
not brave hearted, He can give us wisdom 
and courage. 

Amalia Calin

Employee of the Month

An often overlooked aspect of hospital 
operations is the work of the non-clinical 
staff. These are the people that work be-
hind the day to day action. They enable the 
hospital to run efficiently and the doctors 
to take care of their patients in a clean and 
safe environment.

In this regard, the SKMH is lucky to have 
Mrs. Maly, the head of the housekeeping/
cleaning staff. 

Mrs. Maly has been working for the SKMH 
even before the opening of the hospital in 
April 2012. She motivates her staff to make 
the hospital look so beautiful and new eve-
ry day. This is no easy task. The SKMH has 

Kep Gardens Vocati onal Training Center Visits

For three days Kep Gardens’ student’s arrived 
by the wagon load from Kep to receive health 
checks. They traveled for over an hour each 
way on the dusty road between Kep and Kam-
pot to reach the hospital. 

Dr. Vuthy, SKMH’s Pediatrician, saw about 100 
students during the three day ti me period. 
The children were given ear, eye and general 
health exams. There were a couple of children 
with asthmati c conditi ons and several ear in-
fecti ons. Six students were in need of further 
treatment and returned during the following 
two weeks with their parents for treatment. 

The health check visits were a success. Kep 
Gardens plans to make this an annual event for their students to help promote bet-
ter health for the children of Kep.
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Informati on

Kep Thmey Village, 
Boeung Tuk Commune, 
Toeuk Chhue District
Kampot Province, Cambodia
Phone: +(855)77 666 751
Email address: info@skmh.org
Website: www.skmh.org

Thoughts of the director
April 1st marked the end of the fi rst year of operati ons at the 
SKMH. It was an exciti ng year as we saw over 5000 pati ents re-
ceiving health care. Our doctors treated many grateful pati ents 
in the outpati ent department who spread word to their fami-
lies and friends. Month by month, we have seen the number of 
pati ents grow unti l our average has reached over 75 pati ents a 
day in March with peak of 120 pati ents on one single day.

However, this was only the fi rst phase in opening the hospital. On April 1st, we cel-
ebrated the opening of the next phase of development for the SKMH. We opened 
the emergency department (ED) and the Inpati ent Department. The ED, dedicated 
to treati ng serious cases around the clock, is staff ed twenty-four hours a day for any-
body in need of immediate medical treatment. The Inpati ent wards provide beds 
for both children and adults. Since their opening, we have been treati ng people in 
need of intensive medical care for complex medical cases and have treated several 
poor children for serious cases of Dengue Fever. All of the sick children recovered 
quickly and enjoyed playing in the new play room.

The SKMH is excited to have the opportunity to expand our ability to meet the med-
ical needs of the rural Cambodians that walk through our gates everyday seeking 
compassionate care. We are very grateful for the generous support of our donors 
and all our staff  that made this second phase possible. 

Dr. Cornelia Haener, MD FMH, MScPH DLSHTM
Chief Executi ve Offi  cer

Stati sti cs

2,918
New Patients in 2013

7,449
Total Consultations in 2013

Will I be able to run again?

Sonja Kill Memorial Hospital personnel visited the village of Cham Karelu to inform 
poor families that they were to receive bicycles from a group called �Wheels for 
Hope� as part of a SKMH village 
outreach program. 

Chhub Sreyvin was there with her 
family. She had been climbing a 
mango tree when she slipped and 
fell out of the tree. She broke her 
left  leg, but because the family 
could not aff ord the expense of a 
hospital they simply ti ed two piec-
es of bamboo around her leg. They 
were told to come to SKMH.

Sreyvin was brought to the hospital and had an X-ray done on her leg. Aft er, she was 
transferred to a pediatric hospital in Phnom Penh where the doctors from SKMH ar-
ranged for her to have a surgery free of charge. Thanks to the hearts of the doctors 
at SKMH not only will Chubb be able to walk soon, but she will be able to run again. 

over twenty buildings, and as patient ser-
vices have expanded so has the need to be 
ever more vigilant in the care of the hos-
pital. Yet, many grateful patients comment 
how surprised they are at the cleanliness of 
the entire facility. They are amazed that we 
would take such pride in the appearance 
of the hospital and try to provide patients 
with not only great medical care, but also a 
welcoming environment.

We are so grateful to have Mrs. Maly. She is 
a true and rare gem. Therefore, the Senior 
Management Team chose her to be the Em-
ployee of the Month at our last All Employ-
ee Meeting. Congratulations to Mrs. Maly.


