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Steps to Comprehensive Health Care 
The Cambodian healthcare system has seen substantial improvement over the years, but many challenges 
remain. A tangible achievement is the reduction of maternal and child mortality rates, thanks to skilled birth 
attendants, delivering in public health facilities and improved obstetric services. Since 2000, maternal 
mortality has decreased over 60% to 170 per 100.000 live births in 2014.  
 

The World Bank (Feb 2014) reports significant poverty reduction with 20% of 
the population living under the poverty line (living on less than $2 per day per 
person) compared to 50% in 2004. However, 20% of the near poor population 
(living on less than $2.30 per day per person) are at risk to fall under the poverty 
line, often triggered by health care expenses.  
We still hear the sad stories of families selling their land and property or take out 
high interest loans to pay for treatment. Often they need to borrow money just to 
pay for transport to a hospital. Health centers closer to their houses are generally 
not equipped to deal with more serious problems.  
 
Dr. Luy Lyda, our Chief of Pediatrics, indicates that malnutrition, poor hygiene 

and respiratory infections are leading causes of death and disease in children. In addition, poor people may 
have more dysfunctional families, and malnourished children do not get the care they need 
.  
Having comprehensive services is imperative to treat diseases that cause death and disability. We have now 
opened all four major departments and are well-equipped to  
train doctors to become family or specialists.  
 
Our stories give further insight to the importance of our services and 
demonstrate how we can help save lives.   
 
Words from Dr. Lyda, Chief of Pediatrics 
“I started working here in April 2014. I am very interested in 
teaching and enjoy teaching the next generation of Cambodian 
doctors. I see other organizations learning from us and feel 
impressed. The quality of our treatment is very good and we give 
the same treatment to the rich and the poor. I think this is the 
best hospital in Cambodia. “ 

From The Director 
After three years of activity and the opening of the maternity unit and main operating 
theatre, the Sonja Kill Memorial Hospital is now a fully-functioning hospital. All our 
staff have worked tirelessly to develop these important departments. Months of prepa-
ration helped us to welcome babies in the maternity unit in November 2014. Soon after 
this major milestone, the main operating theatre opened its doors and the first surgical 
procedures were performed. I will never forget the 6-year old Ly Hou Chan who 
walked around smiling after he had recovered from extensive burns. 
 
I am very grateful for all the support we have received from numerous donors and vol-
unteers this year. The reputation of the Sonja Kill Memorial Hospital is growing be-
yond the borders of Kampot province, with over 50 % of patients coming from other 
provinces as they have heard about the good services.  
 
2015 will be another year of important development as we plan to open the neonatal 
intensive care unit. I am very confident that the hospital will continue to grow and be-
come the tertiary health care facility for young and old in the South of Cambodia where 
complicated health problems can be dealt with in a comprehensive way.  

Dr. Cornelia Häner 
MD, MScPH 



 02 

 

 
 

PROGRESSPROGRESSPROGRESS   

Maternity Ward - Opened November 2014 
The Sonja Kill Memorial Hospital celebrated together 
with the Kill Family, Mr. Randy Jordan, Her Excellency 
Lork Kheng, His Excellency Saut Yea along with staff and 
other supporters.  

School Screening & Community Outreach 2014 
We provided general health screening and education to 
close to 1,000 school children free-of-charge. Addition-
ally, we have a small homecare program run by our 
nurses who provide treatment & education to poor chil-
dren and their families.  

Surgery Department - Opened January 2015 
After many months of anticipation and planning, our 
main Operating Room is now open for general surgery. 
We have already performed several lifesaving proce-
dures.  

Cardiology Services 
A new heart ultrasound machines helps to provide 
the best diagnostics for heart conditions. Two of our 
fulltime staff, both cardiology specialists, train our 
young doctors to use it properly. Seven poor children 
have been referred to receive life-saving treatment 
by visiting heart teams. 

Training 
We provided training to 21 doctors and 47 nurses and mid-
wives. We trained 7 midwife students from the Asia Insti-
tute of Science, 20 nursing students from the Kampot Re-
gional Training Center and around 12 external nursing & 
midwife teachers from the Kampot Regional Training Cen-
ter and Kampot Referral Hospital.  

Spreading awareness, one step at a time.    

Collaboration with Provincial Health Department 
We have received vaccines and medication for our mother
-and-child program and will soon receive contraceptives 
as well. Thus, we are able to expand preventive services to 
poor women and children and reach an important step in 
our support of the public health care system.  
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 PATIENT IMPACTPATIENT IMPACTPATIENT IMPACT   

Happy Ending for a Brave Boy 
 
6-year-old Ly Hou Chan lives with his father and 
a 4-year-old sister after his parents separated. 
Their village is very poor, and most people earn 
money by farming or fishing.  One day while Ly 
was playing, he knocked over a pot of boiling wa-
ter, which spilled over his face and body, giving 
him second degree burns.  
 
The day after the accident, neighbors told his fa-
ther about the Sonja Kill Memorial Hospital, and 
he came here as fast as he could. Our doctors im-
mediately gave him IV fluids and cleaned the 
wounds covering 30% of his upper body.  
 
Ly stayed in our pediatric ward under the watch-
ful eye of our staff for several weeks and was tak-
en to our new operating theatre for dressing 
changes several times till it was feasible to treat 
him as outpatient. 
 

A Fatal Outcome Prevented 

Sina Pov is a hardworking 22-year-old who lives on Koh Rong 
Island. He tries to make ends meet by having many different jobs 
on the island, including picking up rubbish, helping to build 
rooms and unloading oil from the ferries. Recently he felt very 
sick with a fever, headache, chills and abdominal pain. The local 
doctor realized that it was beyond his capacity to help. In an act of 
compassion, he decided 
to pay for his 4 hour 
journey to the Sonja Kill 
Memorial Hospital.  

When he arrived at the hospital, doctors diagnosed him with malaria 
caused by Plasmodium falciparum, the deadliest of the four strains of 
malaria. He was treated with intravenous fluids, pain relief and anti-
malarial medication immediately.   

He recovered quickly in our inpatient ward and highly appreciated the 
24 hour care he had received. A couple of weeks later, his wife had to 
be admitted with the same illness and recovered very fast.  

‘I don’t make much money. 
I’m so grateful there is a 
place like this to help my son 
free-of-charge’, Ly’s father 

Malaria is a curable illness but 
can be fatal without treatment. 
Worldwide, more than half a mil-
lion people die each year from 
malaria, mainly caused by Plas-
modium falciparum. People liv-
ing in poverty, especially chil-
dren and pregnant women have 
the highest risk of contracting 
malaria and dying from this dis-
ease.  
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A Midwife’s Story  

Manika is one of our young Cambodian midwives who 
loves working on our maternity ward. She has wanted to 
work here since she saw the hospital for the first time in 
grade 10. ‘The hospital has such a great reputation for 
patient care, as well as good equipment and medicine to 
help people.’ Manika was inspired to become a midwife 
because she wanted to help women deliver babies and 
bring happiness to their families. Some of the more com-
mon problems pregnant Cambodian women face are 
preeclampsia, bleeding during and after delivery, and 
having outdated beliefs.  

Poor women have difficulty accessing quality healthcare. 
Most go for treatment at local health centers, which are 
cheap but provide only basic level of care due to re-
source constraints. Thus, problems can be easily over-
looked during pregnancy.   

Manika is very proud of the services offered by our hospital 
saying ‘the Sonja Kill Memorial Hospital is the best!’   

IMPACT ON MATERNAL & CHILD 
HEALTH 

The Challenging Life of Cambodian Women   
      
Sa Lonh, 56 years old, is haunted by her past. She delivered 10 chil-
dren but three died during the first two months of life. In addition, she 
had two miscarriages. She never went to school and is illiterate. How-
ever, she always worked very hard to support all her children, either 
by raising chickens or taking care of gardens of her neighbors.  
 
Two years ago, one of her daughters had a still-
birth and needed to be transferred to Phnom Penh. 
She survived, but the family had to deal with a 
hospital bill of $2,000. Sa Lonh took out a loan at a 
local bank, and is still paying it back. 
 

When her daughter-in-law Nhorn Nory got pregnant, she did not want to take any 
risks and told her to move into her small house and wait to deliver at the Sonja 
Kill Memorial Hospital. At the first prenatal visit, the baby seemed very small. 
Under close monitoring, the baby grew over two weeks Suddenly her water 
broke, and the family rushed to the hospital. The delivery was induced and a 
healthy 37-week-old baby girl of 2.6 kg saw daylight 18 hours later. 
                                                                                                                               
Sa Lonh was very happy about the service at the hospital and shared it with all 
her neighbors. She was especially glad that our Social Affairs Office made her 
eligible for maternity care completely free-of-charge. 

“Sometimes women on their way 
to the hospital deliver their baby 
on the side of the road because 
they didn’t know what to do and 
waited too long.’’ 
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Words From the Finance Department 
Mrs. Chenda Duong started working as assistant project manager at the Sonja Kill Memorial Hospital 
in 2008 and is now the financial manager of the hospital. She was inspired to work here because she 
liked the challenge of starting a job from the very beginning and the opportunity to receive on-the-job 
training. Being the head of finance involves developing financial control mechanisms, helping pro-
curement and supporting the hospital in other financial and administrative areas. Chenda enjoys work-
ing with people from other departments and providing customer service training to her staff, as well as 
collaborating with government departments. She feels that poor Cambodian people, especially chil-
dren, are so lucky to have a hospital like this.  

What’s Happening in the Technical Department?  
Mr. Kin Sou, our Technical Director, has been working at the hospital since 2009 when he 
started as an administration assistant. Mr. Kin performs an important role at the hospital, over-
seeing maintenance, installation, technical support and infrastructure of the hospital including 
our very own water supply system and waste water treatment plant. Mr. Kin appreciates 
his team. He has been inspired to work at the Sonja Kill Memorial Hospital because it is 
a charity hospital helping poor Cambodians. We are given many compliments on how 
clean and nice the hospital looks, which is only possible thanks to Mr. Kin and his team.  

SUPPORT STAFF DEPARTMENTSUPPORT STAFF DEPARTMENTSUPPORT STAFF DEPARTMENT   

‘We have reliable equipment and good doctors. 
Before you would have to go to Phnom Penh for 
treatment, but now the service here is great.’ 

“I like to take care of the hospital as if 
it was my own baby. It’s like my home 
now.” 
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 THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERSTHANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERSTHANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS   

         
VOLUNTEER PERSPECTIVEVOLUNTEER PERSPECTIVEVOLUNTEER PERSPECTIVE   
 

Dr. Kendrick Kahler is a Family Practitioner who helped open the Sonja Kill Memorial Hospital in April 2012. 
He has spent a significant amount of time each year travelling to Cambodia to train our doctors and treat the poor. 
Dr. Kendrick has a goal to teach residents to treat patients with compassion and according to international stand-
ards. He was inspired to volunteer at the Sonja Kill Memorial Hospital 
because he remembers the history of Cambodia and the severe hardship 
of the Khmer Rouge. This gave him a desire to help reestablish the medi-
cal profession, raise the standards and to encourage Cambodians for the 
future.  

There are always challenges in treating Cambodian patients. He said, 
‘patients are starting to experience Western diseases. Many suffer from 
mental health problems. Some have attitudes towards treatment that can 
be dangerous, such as expecting a magic pill to fix everything, or listen-
ing only to a traditional healer’.  

Many Cambodians are hoping that if they visit enough clinics, eventually 
someone will be able to give them a pill or injection and make them bet-
ter. Some patients are only seeking help from local healers who might tell 
them not to take medicine, or not to set a broken leg.  

All our patients are provided with education as well as treatment. Dr. Kendrick observes and advises the young 
Cambodian doctors while they treat patients on how to educate as well as diagnose diseases .  
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FINANCIAL REPORTFINANCIAL REPORTFINANCIAL REPORT   

Expenses 2014 (unaudited) % 
Program cost $1,184,618 82.7 % 

Capital purchases $168,866 11.8 % 

Depreciation $43,930      3 % 

Management $34,898    2.5 % 

Total $1,432,312 100 % 
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Revenue Sources 2014 (unaudited) 

Individual Donors $818,876 

Revenue from Patients $793,156 

Unrestricted grant $204,378 

Restricted grants for equipment $694,918 

Total revenue 2014 $2,511,328 

Financial Donors 
 
Advanced Garden State Cardiology 
BILD hilft e.V. “Ein Herz fuer Kinder”, Germany 
Moe & Amani Bishara 
Derrick & Rachel Bloom 
BMG Schlieren Switzerland 
Milton & Debbie Drake 
Edison International Employee Contributions Campaign 
Don & Cindy Fetherman 
Kevin & Nanshil Grady 
Mr. Andreas Haener  
HOPE worldwide, USA  
HOPE worldwide Zurich, Switzerland 
Larry & Keathya Hill 
Jeffrey & Janet Jones 
Mr. Schmid Guido Josef 
Kindermissionswerk “Die Sternsinger”, Germany 
Valdur & Irene Koha 
Peco Foundation (Dr. Peter Curran) 
Ronald & Lisa Richmond 
Sonja Kill Foundation, Germany 
Mark & Mia Steburg 
Ted & Juri Sung 

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORSTHANK YOU TO OUR DONORSTHANK YOU TO OUR DONORS   

Donors of equipment and supplies 
 
Diane Abromson 
AmeriCares, USA 
Direct Relief International, USA 
Interbroc Hilfswerk, Switzerland 
Dr. Nigel Symons, Australia 
Universitätsspital Bern, Switzerland 
 
Partners 
 
Sonja Kill Foundation, Cambodia 
Ministry of Health, Cambodia 
Provincial Health Department Kampot 
National Blood Transfusion Center, Cambodia 
Kampot Regional Training Center for Nurses and 
Midwives 
Sihanouk Hospital Center of HOPE, Cambodia 
Health Volunteers Overseas USA 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Entwicklungshilfe e.V. 
(AGEH), Germany 
DialogArt, Switzerland 
Vor Ort e.V., Germany 

FINANCIAL REPORTFINANCIAL REPORTFINANCIAL REPORT   


